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Renewable Portfolio Standard Fact Sheet

e lllinois becomes 20" state to implement a Renewables Portfolio Standard (RPS). Nineteen states
and the District of Columbia have adopted an RPS.

e Recent votein Congress for Federal RPS passed Senate with 52 votes.

e The RPS uses market mechanisms to ensure that a growing percentage of electricity is produced
from renewabl e sources like wind and solar.

e lllinois customerswill see 8 percent of their power come from renewable energy by 2013.

e The RPS provides a predictable, competitive hedge against volatile fossil-fuel prices.

Helps Keep Electricity Bills L ow:
e Diversifying the power supply by developing America s homegrown renewable energy resources
helps shield consumers from spikesin energy prices.
e Does not pick technology “winners’ and “losers,” but allows renewable energy technologies to
compete against each other to further drive down costs.
e |scompetitively neutral because it applies equally to all competing market participants.

Spur s Economic Development:

e A state RPS createsjobs and incomein rural areas.

e Each large utility-scale wind turbine that goes on line generates over $1 million in economic
activity.

e Each turbine also provides thousands of dollarsin lease payments per year for 20 years or more
to afarmer, rancher or other landowner.

e Wind projectsin rural areas contribute significantly to the local tax base. The new Crescent
Ridge Wind Farm will be the largest property taxpayer in Bureau County.

Strengthens Energy Security:
e Increasing our use of renewable sources diversifies and decentralizes our energy infrastructure

Helps Achieve Cleaner Air:
e Adopting an RPS can help reduce emissions of harmful air pollutants and of carbon dioxide (a
leading greenhouse gas).

Renewable Portfolio Standar ds have been adopted in nineteen states and the District of Columbia
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